
 

Memorandum 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 
 

Date:   December 20, 2019  

To:   ODFW Commission  

From:   Shaun Clements and Davia Palmeri, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife  

Subject:  ODFW response to comments received to date on the draft Climate and Ocean Change  
  Policy  
 
ODFW received written and oral comments/suggestions from multiple individuals/entities following the 
3 workshops and ad hoc meetings with stakeholders and interested parties. The vast majority of these 
were incorporated into the revised version of the policy while some are still under consideration or were 
received too late for incorporation into this version. The following outlines how we revised the 
document to reflect feedback, organized by section. Additionally, the draft policy was edited to conform 
with OAR formatting requirements which resulted in some background text being omitted and some 
sections being renamed.  

Background 

Changes: 

• Added reference to hypoxia. 
• Clarified that reference to governance systems means those in place now, not at any time in 

future the policy may be read. 
• Clarified that cross agency coordination will need to achieve a balanced response as opposed to 

one that favors certain sectors over others. 

Other: 

There was a suggestion to add the following text: “There is also a great need for long-term, sustainable 
efforts to respond to climate change impacts that scientists tell us are now inevitable, and which will last 
for at least the next 100 years, even if worldwide greenhouse gas reduction targets can be met” 

• We have not incorporated this text at this time because we feel this is captured in the previous 
sentence which call for rapid change to improve implementation of adaptation efforts. 

Key Assumptions 

Changes 

• Added reference to hypoxia, stratification, rising ocean levels, biological communities, and 
species range in response to several separate comments. 

Attachment 3 



• Modified the bullet list to be more consistent in approach. Specifically, we deleted reference to 
ocean acidification as we did not reference other specific causes (e.g., sea level rise or warming 
water) and we added a bullet about food web changes which will occur both on land and in 
marine/freshwater systems. 

• Acknowledged that many of these changes will have long lag times to recover if/when 
greenhouse gas emissions are reduced.  

Goals 

Changes 

• Deleted the first goal in original draft and restated this in the background section. 
• Added reference to fish and wildlife conservation and use being the purpose of climate and 

ocean change related actions. 
• Added reference to regional scale responses. 
• Clarified that the intent of Department greenhouse gas reduction efforts is to show leadership in 

these efforts and highlight the importance of addressing the underlying cause. We recognize 
that this action, in absence of real global reductions, will not result in the conservation 
objectives of the policy. 

 

Implementation 

Changes 

• Clarified that the response will be long-term. 
• Reworded text related to implementation of the policy with respect to Departments science to 

address comments regarding clarity/wordiness. 
• Combined text describing implementation of the policy in 1) new Departmental plans and 

policies and 2) revision of existing plans/policies. 
• Added a new paragraph to clarify how the Department will use the key principles in its daily 

business. 
• Clarified that any carbon reduction efforts apply to the Departments own emissions, not those 

arising from parties external to the agency. 
 

Statewide Coordination of a Climate and Ocean Change Response 
 
Changes 

• Added reference to academic institutions. 
• Edited text related to working with other executive branch agencies to develop priorities per 

feedback to provide more clarity what this means. 
 

 

 
 
 



Key Principles 
Changes 

• General: edited all Key Principles to be consistent in framing (e.g., The Department should…). 
• Edited Key Collaboration Principle 1  per feedback to clarify who collaboration is with and added 

a second Key Collaboration Principle. 
• Added reference to dissolved oxygen, biological communities, and habitats in the Key Science 

Principles. 
• Edited Key Species and Habitat Management Principles to  

o clarify how risk management is applied (by scaling based on conservation risk). 
o clarify that the Department can only incorporate predictions to the extent they are 

available. Also added reference to adaptive management. 
o clarify that any decisions to modify an in-situ conservation approach will be through a 

commission process. 
• Edited Key Operations Principles to clarify that conservation is the priority when there are 

conflicts between greenhouse gas reduction methods (e.g., solar siting) and/or sequestration. 
 

 


